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President 's Message

? Vikki Goldstein, Synagogue President

Dear Congregants,

   I was especial ly touched by the 
above inspirat ion. This is not  always 
an easy task. Benjamin ,mysel f , and 
your board members st rive to 
improve B'nai Israel  not  only for 
today but  for the future 
generat ions. I was pleased to see 
the responses so far f rom our 
survey and encourage those who 
have not  completed to please do so 
as soon as possible. We need to 
hear f rom you! You can f ind the 
survey l ink on our Facebook page as 
wel l  as through the email  being 
sent  again by our secretary.  Of  
interest  so far is Jewish themed 
movies, Mah Jong, and prominent  
speakers. There has also been 
interest  in serving on commit tees 
for fund raising and community 
relat ions.

 Thanks to Rabbi  Vana, and those who 
at tended, we had a very successful  
Community Seder! Many thanks to 
Rebekah Kaufman, our lovely 
secretary, for ALL she does above and 
beyond her job descript ion.With our 
new refurbished kitchen and hvac 
system we hope to provide many more 
events. BNI is proud to host  mul t iple 
upcoming events sponsored by the 
Pensacola Federat ion and our 
wonderful  shl ica, Tal .

  Thank you al l  for the regular 
at tendance at  services and yartzheits! 
This is an important  part  of  being 
Jewish for many congregants. On the 
occasion that  there is not  a minyan for 
Saturday we st i l l  enjoy a Torah port ion 
study. Rabbi Vana has such a weal th of  
knowledge I assure you wil l  learn 
something new each week.

   We have several  young adul ts who 
wil l  be graduat ing High School  this 
month. A special  Friday night  service in 
their honor is being planned. We wish 
them the best  in their future 
endeavors and safe t ravels!

    Shalom,

    Vikki Goldstein
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I hope you al l  part icipate in each one of  
the  special   "Yom events" this 

month (See fol lowing 
page for dates)

A
Message 

From
Our Shl icha



In Israel , every year, we have the 
same sharp t ransit ion between 
Memorial  Day for the fal len soldiers 
and the vict ims of  terror at tacks, and 
Independence Day. It  makes a person 
rapidly change f rom sadness to joy, a 
sense of  creat ion f rom destruct ion.

We have decided to do 
something similar in our community 
on May 15th and mark these two 
events one af ter the other. Please join 
us for this important  "Israel i 
experience". 

Yours as always, 

Tal

From our Shl icha

 Tal  Itzhakov 
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"Yom" in Hebrew means "a day", 
just  a regular random day. But  when 
you add to it  a powerful  word, i t  can 
change f rom just  a day to something 
more meaningful . For me, these days, 
the "Yoms", are the most  important  
days in the year, which make you 
think, ask, understand, not  
understand, remember and more than 
al l - FEEL.

I  invite you to take part  in each 
one of  the special  "Yom events" this 
month:

* Yom HaShoah (Holocaust  Memorial  
Day) Commemorat ion

-  Thursday, May 5th, 5:30pm, 
Mart in Luther King Plaza

- Honored Guest : Mol ly Gross, 
Holocaust  Survivor and mother of  
Lori Gross.

* Yom HaZikaron (Memorial  day for 
Israel i soldiers) Commemorat ion-

- Sunday, May 15th, 11:30am, Bnai 
Israel  Synagogue

*Yom Ha?aTzmaout (Independence Day 
for Israel) Fest ival-

- Sunday, May 15th, 12:15pm, Bnai 
Israel  Synagogue



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr.

 They say that t ime f l ies and it certainly feels that way for religious school! Hard to believe May will be 
our last month together! May 22nd will be our last day of school. We will be celebrating and invite you! 
Religious school, Men's Club and Sisterhood are teaming up to celebrate Lag B'omer this same date. A 

pool party, potluck and cook out will be held May 22nd at the home of Kate Lollar. Look for a f lyer with 
the time and additional information soon.

   Even though school will not be in session our teachers will be very busy over the summer. We plan on 
giving the classrooms a complete overhaul and begin planning forward to the next school year! Please 
contact me if  you would like to be involved or know of any potential students for the next school year.

    I am forever grateful to Benjamin Nettles, Herman Davies, Shellie Davies, Kate Lollar, Rabbi Vana and 
all our students and parents for such a successful year! I hope each year's experiences will only teach us 

how to continue to improve. One thing for sure, our students enjoy religious school and our goal is to 
always have fun while learning!

   I wanted to share the following message I sent to our ECSO in thanks to the deputy who responded to 
our vandalism report:

Recently I took our religious school students on a f ield trip to our congregational cemetery. The goal 
was to learn about l ife cycles as well as giving back to the community with the students planting roses. 
On our arrival we were saddened to f ind some vandalism; thankfully not a headstone. Deputy R. Bassett 

arrived and professionally took a report, but he really did so much more! He took the time to connect 
with each student on a personal level and answer all of their questions. Deputy Bassett is the perfect 

example of community policing at its best! We remembered that he has a birthday soon as well as 
expecting his f irst child. We would like to not only thank him but wish him a Happy Birthday and 

Congratulations. He will be one terrif ic Dad!

Shalom,

Vikki Goldstein
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Religious School



Ritual  Commit tee
Rabbis and beggars al ike avoided the home.

The Rusty Penny

By Tuvia Bol ton(Submit ted by Ritual  Commit tee of  B'nai Israel  Synagogue, Dr. 
A. Pock, Chair)

Rabbi Schneur Zalman of  Liadi(1745?1812, founder of  ChabadChassidism) 
was raising money to ransom Jewish prisoners.

He went  f irst  to a city that  was famous for i ts miser. It  seems that  this st ingy 
man, despite his considerable weal th, was loath to share his blessings, no 
matter how worthy or urgent  the cause. Rabbis and beggars al ike avoided his 
home. Anyone who did unwit t ingly end up on his doorstep was of fered a 
single rusty copper coin, which even the most  desperate pauper would 
prompt ly refuse.

When Rabbi Schneur Zalman arrived in the town, the elders of  the community 
graciously received him. But  when he announced that  he wanted to visit  the 
house of  the miser and wanted two rabbis to accompany him, he was met with 
serious resistance. The  rebbe  wasadamant, however, and they f inal ly 
acquiesced and gave him the escort  he requested.

The next  af ternoon the three of  them were standing in f ront  of  the miser?s 
mansion. Before knocking on the door, the rebbe turned to his companions and 
requested that  they not  ut ter a word, no matter what  they hear or see. Several  
moments later they were sit t ing in the luxurious f ront  room, and the owner 
was returning f rom his safe with a smal l  velvet  money pouch.

?Yes,? said the rich man. ?A touching story indeed! Widows and orphans in 
capt ivity. Ah, the suf fering of  the Jewish people! When wil l  i t  al l  end? Here, 
Rabbi, take my humble donat ion.?

To the miser?s surprise, the rebbe seemed pleased by the gif t . He was actual ly 
smil ing at  him warmly as he put  the coin into his pocket  and said, ?Thank you, 
Mr. Solomons. May  Gd  blessand protect  you always.? The rebbe then 
proceeded to write him a receipt , adding al l  sorts of  blessings in a most  
beaut iful  script .

?Thank you again, my f riend,? said the rebbe as he stood and warmly shook 
the man?s hand, looking him deeply in the eyes with admirat ion. ?And now,? 
he added, turning to his two companions, ?we must  be on our way. We have a 
lot  of  col lect ing to do tonight .?
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As the three rabbis walked to the door, the rebbe turned and bade his host  yet  
another warm farewel l . ?You should have thrown it  back in his face,? hissed one 
of  the rabbis af ter they heard the door close behind them.

?Don?t  turn around and don?t  say a word,? whispered the rebbe as they walked 
down the path to the f ront  gate.

Suddenly they heard the door opening behind them and the miser cal l ing: 
?Rabbis, rabbis, please come back for a minute. Hel lo, hel lo, please, I must  speak 
to you, please . . . please come back in.?

In a few minutes they were again sit t ing in the warm, plush drawing room, but  
this t ime the rich man was pacing back and forth rest lessly. He stopped for an 
instant  and turned to the rebbe. ?Exact ly how much money do you need to 
ransom these prisoners??

?About  f ive thousand rubles,? the rebbe repl ied.

?Wel l , here is one thousand . . . I have decided to give one thousand rubles; you 
may count  i t  i f  you want ,? said the miser as he took a t ight ly bound stack of  bi l ls 
f rom his jacket  pocket  and laid it  on the table. The other rabbis were astounded. 
They stared at  the money and were even af raid to look up at  the miser, lest  he 
change his mind.

But  the Rebbe again shook Mr. Solomons? hand, warmly thanking him, and wrote 
him a beaut iful  receipt  replete with blessings and praises, exact ly l ike the f irst  
t ime.

?That  was a miracle!? whispered one of  the rabbis to the rebbe as they lef t  the 
house and were again walking toward the gate. Once more the rebbe signaled 
him to be st i l l . Suddenly the door of  the house again opened behind them. 
?Rabbis, please, I have changed my mind. Please come in once more. I want  to 
speak with you,? Mr. Solomons cal led out .

They entered the house for a third t ime as the miser turned to them and said, ?I 
have decided to give the ent ire sum needed for the ransom. Here it  is; please 
count  i t  to see that  I have not  made a mistake.?

?What is the meaning of  this?? wondered the rebbe?s astonished companions 
af ter they had lef t  the rich man?s home for the third t ime that  evening. ?How did 
you get  that  notorious miser to give 5,000 rubles??
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?That  man is no miser,? said Rabbi Schneur Zalman. ?No Jewish soul  t ruly is. 
But  how could he desire to give, i f  he never in his l i fe experienced the joy of  
giving? Everyone to whom he gave that  rusty penny of  his threw it  back in his 
face.?

BY TUVIA BOLTON

(A popular teacher, musician and storytel ler, Rabbi Tuvia Bol ton is 
co-director of  Yeshiva Ohr Tmimim in Kfar Chabad, Israel , and a senior 
lecturer there).

© Copyright , al l  rights reserved. If  you enjoyed this art icle, we encourage 
you to dist ribute it  further, provided that  you comply with 
Chabad.org's copyright  pol icy.

Pg 8



Donat ions!!

General  Fund

- Kiva Oberstein Charitable 
Trust

- Keith St immel l
- Lewis & Deborah Sims ? in 

Honor of  Pesach

Rabbi's Discret ionary Fund

- Gene Rosenbaum
- Pensacola Jewish Federat ion
- Mark & Joan Robinson
- Jef f rey Kass
- Delores Livingston
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Perpetual  Fund

- Kiva Oberstein Charit ible 
Trust

Sisterhood Kitchen Fund
- Kate Lol lar
- Lou & Vikki Goldstein
- Benjamin Net t les
- Marci & Ross Goodman
- Sue & Ed Feigenbaum
- Norm Roberts & Josie 

Friedman
- Avi & Rivka Baurberg
- Arny & Carolyn Pock
- B'nai Israel  Synagogue
- Jef f rey Kass



  1 Joshua Fein

  2 Estelle Kapner

  2 Eva Gaus

 13 Vicki Haller

 13 Ed Feigenbaum

 15 Josephine Friedman

 18 Beverly Kaimsn

 21 Ross Goodman

 23 Barbara Kroll

 23 Rivkah Baurberg

 29 Rosemary Lieberman

Birthdays

Nisan /  May

  26        4   -  Gussie Bearman

  26       4   -  Jeffrey Lee Barron

  29       7   -   Alex Lischkoff

  30       8   -  Bessie Rosenthal

 Iyar /  May

    1      9    -  Irving Miller

    6    14    -   Arthur Rasnick

    8    16   -   Sara Goldstein

    8    16    -  Sarah Pinha Shemaria

  11      19    -  Frances Dreyfus

  16     24   -  Ruth Schmerken

  20     28   -  Ida Pock

  21     29   -  Edythe Golub &

Yahrzeits
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Yom HaShoah (Holocaust  Memorial  
Day) Commemorat ion

Thursday, May 5th, 5:30pm
Mart in Luther King Plaza

 
Honored Guest :

 Mol ly Gross
Holocaust  Survivor and mother of  

Lori Ripps
 

THE EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
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Just  in case we have overlooked sending someone an 
invitat ion,  we want  you to know you are st i l l  wanted and 
welcome at  our wedding celebrat ion. Please pardon any 
oversight  on our part , and see the invitat ion for details. 

Thank you very much!

Norm and Josie 





B'nai Israel  Synagogue

P.O. Box 9002

Pensacola, Fl  32513-9002

tel : 850-433-7311

Rabbi: Israel  Vana

President : Vikki Goldstein

Vice President : Benjamin Net t les

Secretary: Rosemary Lieberman

Treasurer: Richard Hal ler

Sisterhood: Kate Lol lar

Men's Club: Alan Shemaria

  Have a story for the newslet ter?  Please send submissions 
to the Shofar's Voice Editor Samantha Goldstein via 
Jussduckie@aol.com, by the 15th of  each month.


